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FACTORY EXTRAS FOR S SERIES CARS 
Having gained breathing space with the 
Silver Dawn and Bentley following the disruption 
of World War II the factory was able to promote 
a few extras for the S series cars. These are 
seldom seen in Australia, so the following 
illustrations will be of interest. 


Suitcases by Antlers for cars not fitted with boot refrigeration units, 
The cases for cars fitted with boot refrigeration, 

The “Grab” handle. 

Headrests. 

Additional ashtrays. 


Reading lamp for rear passengers. 


CHRISTMAS MESSAGE TO MEMBERS FROM 
THE FEDERAL PRESIDENT: 

Yuletide is here again. Like myself, on Christ- 
mas Day most of you will no doubt surreptitiously 
scurry to the garage where you clandestinely 
hung that stocking in the hope that there is a 
veteran Silver Ghost or a Phantom IV or a Cor- 
niche convertible or a Bentley Flying Spur or 
possibly a Carmague there believing that there 
may really still be a Santa Claus. Childhood 
memories don’t die and I still dream every year 
that somehow the fable may be true. 

1976 has certainly been a successful and 
progressive year for our Club. It is with pleasure 
that I can confirm that the new Constitution 
has been passed by all Branches. Hopefully, all 
the old anomalies have been removed. For example, 
the long overdue revision giving full status to 
Bentley owner members has, after twenty years 
of changing times, taken place. 

Our Federal Secretary and Editor, Bill 
Coburn, has surpassed himself with Praeclarvm. 
The magazine as to content and presentation has 
reached a standard of which we can be proud. 
We must congratulate Bill for untiringly and 
punctually producing a magazine of international 
standard. Keep up the flow of material to him. 

A pageant of Rolls-Royce and Bentley cars 
is being held at Windsor Castle in May, 1977, as 
part of the Celebrations commemorating Her 
Majesty’s Silver Jubilee. Eric and Bery] -Rains- 
ford accompanied by Laurie and Kath Vinall 
driving Erie’s veteran Silver Ghost 1853E will be 
representing our Club and Australia at the 
pageant. Further, Eric and Australia have been 
honoured in that Eric’s Silver Ghost has been 
selected to appear on the English Postal First 
Day Cover being issued to commemorate the 
event. Eric and his passengers will be splendid 
ambassadors for our Club and country. 

One of my objects during my term of office 
as your Federal President is to establish our 
Club more cohesively not only nationally but also 
internationally. We enjoy a close affiliation with 
John Schroder and Lt. Col. Eric Barrass of the 
Rolls-Royce Enthusiasts’ Club and with the 
20-Ghost Club. It is gratifying that John de 
Campi is now the President of the American 
Rolls-Royce Owners’ Club, Inc. and I have pro- 
mised him our close co-operation. Progress is 
being made on the possibility of an International 
register of cars and Members embracing in the 
one publication all car Members and Clubs of 
the World. Our Club’s closer liaison with our 
sister Clubs overseas is being furthered. 

The Federal Rally held in Bendigo hosted by 
the Victoria Branch was a great success. The 1977 
Federal Rally is being held in Queensland hosted 
by the Queensland Branch and will be held as 
usual over the June Queen’s Birthday week-end. 
Note it in your diary. 

This year was also memorable in another 
respect. Bert Ward, the oldest living Rolls-Royce 
Mechanic, celebrated his Sixtieth Anniversary of 
his affair with the Spirit of Ecstasy. We all are 
sure ten years hence we shall be able to again 
wish him well. An honorary life Member of the 
Club, Bert has, without doubt, been the 
greatest authority and help in technical matters, 


particularly in regard to the earlier cars. 

May I wish all of you and your families 
both here and overseas the compliments of the 
season. In 1977 have a safe and happy year driv- 
ing behind the Spirit of Ecstasy and the Flying B. 

MALCOLM N. JOHNS 


No. 3 Rolls-Royce 20h.p. Chassis GPK42 

This 20h.p. chassis No. GPK42 was the 
first 4-speed 4-wheel brake, complete with an 
open touring body by Windover to arrive in 
Sydney, and was purchased by an _ ex-jockey 
James H. Liddle of the Empire Hotel, Auburn 
Street, Goulburn, and delivered 11-2-1926. 

The car was painted a medium blue body, 
black guards and valances and a_ polished 
aluminium bonnett. 

I had to deliver this car to Goulburn and 
it was a Saturday, and we had had heavy rain 
all the week, but Mr. Liddle wanted the car in 
Goulburn. If anybody can remember the Hume 
Highway in 1926 they can understand my story. 
As I wasn’t married till June, 1926, I decided 
to take my future wife with me for the day’s 
trip as I thought. The trip to Picton was good 
although we had to travel over the Old Razor 
Back Mountain. After Picton we ran into rain 
and the further we travelled the heavier it 
got, in those days also, the highway went through 
Bowral and Moss Vale, not through Berrima 
as now. We passed through Bowral in heavy 
rain, and on towards Bong Bong. What a mess 
this part of the road was in, just a sea of mud. 
I stopped and looked for the most solid part of 
this mud stretch to get to the other side. Alas 
I did not pick it right, and just sank up to 
the axles in mud. It was raining like mad, and 
there I was no chance of driving the car out, 
so I just waited and hoped. 

A gentleman in a big Hudson who knew the 
right track, drove on the wrong side of the road, 
alongside a wire fence, and stopped. He clipped 
off a length of wire from the fence and fastened 
one end onto the front axle of GPK42 and he 
fastened the other end onto the front axle of 
the Hudson, then he proceeded to reverse the 
Hudson. We moved and I got onto hard ground. 
We then drove on to Bowral, and I watched that 
he got through O.K. We then drove on to Moss 
Vale. 


By this time, with the heavy rain it turned 
so dark, I decided it would be foolish to try and 
drive on to Goulburn, so I staved at the [otel 
in Moss Vale. I phoned Mr. Liddle, and he said 
it was the best thing to do. 

Sunday morning we drove to Goulburn with- 
out any further trouble, then | had the job of 
cleaning the car. We returned to Sydney Sunday 
night by train. 

In this photo is Don Appleby and his sister 
Nellie. 

About 1936 J. Liddle decided to sell this 
car, so I went to Goulburn and picked it up and 
drove to Svdney. 

Appleby and Ward, then sold the car to 
Dr. C. W. Abernethy of Annandale, N.S.W.. who 
also owned a 1927 20 h.p. chassis No. GAJA. When 
he bought this car he had the wheels altered to 
take balloon tvres. The guards were modernized 
and the car reducoed green and black. We had a 
large stock of 20 and 25 h.p. parts. so we fitted 
a 25h.p. steering box and column to GAJ4 and 
the steering out of GAJ1 to GPKAZ. which im- 
proved the steering on both cars. 

This car is now owned by Club Member, 
Geoff Harrison and still is a lovely car. 


Rolls-Royce was only ane of a number of monufacturers to use 


the ‘Parthenon’ style radiator. Only Royce thought cf employing 


entasis in design 


DOES YOUR EBONITE STEERING WHEEL 

LOOK BROWN OR GREEN INSTEAD 

OF BLACK 

Do vou have a lack-lustre ignition harness? 
Does your fuse box look as if it has been sub- 
merged for centuries? You can cure all these 
maladies by plenty of Elbow Grease and Brasso 
or a similar mild abrasive. 

Use Vim if the parts are really hairy, follow 
up with Brasso and again follow up the polishing 
with a coat of Silicone Wax. The above recom- 
mendations do bring these parts back to the 
beautiful black as when new. I have carried this 


out many times in the past. 
BERT WARD. 
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There's that blasted ticking clock again 


FROM GEOFFREY ASHTON 

] was interested in the storv of Mrs. 
Tennant’s Wraith (P189). 

Having lived in Glenelg all my life IT remem- 
her the car very well — it was the first Rolls- 
tovcee ] ever saw and gazing at it in awe, I was 
determined to own a= similar vehicle when I 
grew up. 

Durine the War, Mrs. Tennant’s chauffeur 
would take the car out of the coach house in 
the afternoon and park it in St. John’s Row and 
Mrs. T. bedeeked in feathers, furs and jewels 
would sit in it for hours. 

Two doors away there lived a Mrs. Young 
whose chauffeur would simultaneously bring her 
black 1939 Buick out of her coach house and 
park it just behind the Wraith. Mrs. Young sport- 
ed even more feathers than Mrs. Tennant, maybe 
to compensate for a less spectacular vehicle. 


Fred 


EDITOR'S NOTE 

Whilst every care is taken to check information published in Proeclarym, 
no responsibility con be accepted for errors 
Contributions — 

The Editor would be grateful for any memorablia, photos, advertisa- 
ments, accounts of restorations, memories of experiences of cars owned 
or known or any other material that deals with Rolls-Royce and Bentley 
cars, 

Subscriptions — 

Praeclarym is available on a subscription basis to non-members and 

for those members who may wish an extra copy. Such subscriptions carry 


no membership privileges. Rates are as fallows: 


Australia SAust10. 
North America S$US10. 
Elsewhere SAus17.50. 


All rates quoted are for surface mail. The issue of expiry on sub- 
scriptions is imprinted on the right hand top corner of the adclress label. 


HOME THOUGHTS FROM ABROAD 

Everyone must know by now of the impor- 
tance of 1977 to our Club, and that activities are 
being planned in the U.K. for the Queen’s Jubilee, 
and Rolls’ Centenary. I have received a number 
of requests from Australian members for advance 
information on events for 1977 in the U.K., so 
that travel plans can be made io best effect. Ac- 
cordingly I have obtained much information from 
Eric Barrass of the R.R.E.C., which is given 
below. Additionally Eric says some U.K. members 
with surplus Rolls-Royce or Bentlev cars are 
prepared to lend them to overseas R.R.E.C. mem- 
bers. If you come into this category and are 
sure to be coming, in 1977. put in your bid now, 
for the use of a car, to Eric though no doubt 
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Totally destroyed $US22,000 RolleReyte * 
Silver Shadow, Altar it was knockdd out of the event. -\ 
it caught fife while helng sidelined. “>. 


personal negotiations with the owner will be 

arranged. (For address see page 92). 

22nd-24th April, 1977: Welsh week-end. 

Finalised — 7th-8th May, 1977: Rally at Windsor 
in the presence of H.M. the Queen, and fol- 
lowing day rally at Ascot Racecourse. Major 
event. 

Planned — 9th-20th May, 1977: Tours from 
Thames Valley area to various spots for any 
interested overseas visitors. 

14th-15th May: 1977: Rally at White Waltham 
Aerodrome for Shuttleworth Collection. 

Planned — ? May, 1977: West Country Week-end. 

Finalised — 20th-22nd May, 1977: Drive or fly to 
Nice, placing of plaque to Royce at Le Cana- 
del, and then possibly Monaco Grand Prix. 

17th-19th June, 1977: Lakes District Week-end. 

Finalised — 17th July, 1977: 12th Pageant of 
Motoring, Lingfield Racecourse. Largest 


A demolition derby casualty. 


event of its kind in Europe. 

Finalised — 28rd July, 1977: 
Dance. Coventry. 

Finalised — 24th July, 1977: Silver Jubilee Con- 
cours and Rally, Packington Hall near 
Coventry. Major event. 

4th September, 1977: Stowe School Rallv, Bucking- 
hamshire. 

3rd-5th September, 1977: Durham Castle Week- 
end. 

Planned — ? September, 1977: Scottish Tour for 
Australian visitors. Original Tour postponed 
to 1978, this is a replacement event. 

Many subject to confirmation — more events 
yet to be listed. 


Annual Dinner 


TOM CLARKE. 


PT 


STRIPPING THE BLOCK OF A ‘B’ SERIES 
ENGINE 

Should you be completely re-conditioning 
the engine of your post - war Silver Dawn, 
Silver Wraith MK VI or R Type Bentley you 
would be wise to strip the cylinder block yourself 
prior to having it machined. This will avoid loss 
or damage to parts. 


Remove the cam-shaft end plate (A), the rear water jacket core plug (B) 


the rear water jacket plate and three side plates (D) and the rear 
main oil gallery core plug 
It may be necessary to physically scrape the interval water galleries 
even after immersion in a chemical bath, 
Remove the front main gallery oil plug (A) and the copper water 
distribution pipe (B). 
Do not attempt to remove core plugs such as these. 

If you do not have a pin spanner, this is one way to unscrew core plugs. 
This oil drain pipe screws into the rear main bearing housing and 
should be removed. 

This pipe (A) carries aff the excess oil fram the pressure relief valves. 
lt is held in place by a soft iron taper pin (B), part number K4846. 
The pipe is removed by twisting which shears the pin. The remaining 
Pieces of the pin can then be punched out. The stud (C) securing the 
oil pump should also be removed. 

Remove all studs from the top of the cylinder block. Use a stud extractor 
and be careful to not bend the studs. Any head locating dowels should 
be pulled out. 


Curing Leaky Water Connections. 


IF the connectiongy between the en- 
gine and the radiator should show 
signs of leakage, they should be at- 
tended to at once. If neglected, the 
trouble is apt to grow worse, and the 
car owner may find that the water 
level is dangerously low at a time 
when he is in hilly country and needs 
efficient cooling most, and there is 
very possibly no nearby source of 
water from which he may fill up. A 
good way to stop leaky is to wind a 
thin layer of adhesive rubber tape 
over the metal parts of the engine and 
radiator hose connections before fit- 
ting the rubber pipe, and, after hav- 
ing securely clipped the pipe in posi- 
tion, to wind the tape over the outside 
of each joint. Prevention is better 
than cure, however, and the above 
dodge need not be resorted to except 
at rare intervals, if the holding-down 
bolts of the radiator are kept tight 
and the radiator stay nuts occasionally 
tested for tightness. 


at 
For Protecting the Hands. 


ONE occasionally wears old gloves 
while doing some repair work on the 
ear, but if the job happens to be a 
greasy or oily one, the gloves are soon 
rendered useless as a protection to the 
hands, as they rapidly become gaturat- 
ed with slimy dirt. For a few pence 
a sack of sawdust can be otained from 
any sawmill, and if after the oily job 
has been dealt with the gloves are 
then filled with sawdust and left 
buried in the sack until next needed, 
it will be found that the sawdust has 
soaked up all the oily mesg, and that 
they can in this way be used repeat- 
edly, and be relied upon to keep the 
hands in nice condition. Incidentally, 
the same sawdust is extremely use- 
ful for lapping up oily mess from any 
tin or basin which has got into a 
state rendering it unpleasant to 
handle or distasteful to clean out. 

The combination of sawdust and oil 
or grease is not nasty to handle as it 
forms a kind of mealy mass which 
does not cling to the hands. 


wt 
for Cleaning Celluloid. 


A TIP that is worth keeping in 
mind, in view of the difficulty of clean- 
ing celluloid panels of hoods, ete., is 
the use of the well known O’Cedar 
polish, which, applied according to the 
directions on the tin, is excellent for 
this purpose. 

wt 


Temporarily Stopping a Petrol Leak. 


IN the event of the coned seating 
of petrol unions leaking slightly, a 
coating cf common yellow soap made 
plastic and closely applied over the 
fitting is very effective, and will re- 


MARCH 15, 1924. 


sist the action of petro] or benzo] in 
eases where other preparations fail, 
besides lasting a considerable time. 


az 
For Removing Valve Caps. 


IT is occasionally required to re- 
move valve caps provided with in- 
ternal hexagons, when a suitable key 
or box spanner is not within reach. 
In such case, by the simple expedient 
of taking a hexagonal nut of the cor- 
rect size and placing it in the cap, put- 
ting beneath it sufficient packing to 
raise the nut by half its thickness 
above the face of the cap and apply- 
ing a set spanner, the valve cap can 
be easily removed. 


a 
Kecping Files in Order. 


FILES require occasional cleaning 
to keep in good working condition. 
As the cutting teeth become choked 
up, particularly when used on the 
softer metals, such as copper, zine and 
brass, they gradually lose their cut 
and tend to slip over the metal and 
convey the impression that they are 
worn out. The best cleaning medium 
is a piece of carding wire tacked on 
to a thin board. Files should be well 
brushed with thig crosswise, not from 
end to end, and, after cleaning, grease 
of any sort must not be allowed to 
get on the surfaces, as it makes it 
impossible to get a grip on the metal. 
Files should not be kept loose amongst 
other tools, particularly in the locker 
of a car, but should be held in a rack 
or box with slots to support them. 


Jt 
<1 Valve Grinding [lint. 


WHEN a valve which requires 
grinding cannot be turned by means 
of a screwdriver or brace, as in cases, 
for instance, where it is near or un- 
der the dash, a good plan is to pass 
a nail or strip of metal through the 
cotter hole and oscillate the valve by 
this means. The requisite light pres- 
sure on the valve can be given by the 
fingers of the other hand, and a good 
face obtained on the valve. 

as 
A Schrader Valve Tip. 


THE base nuts on Schrader valves 
often bed into the rim, especially if 
it is made of wood, and also cause an- 
noyance by unscrewing with the large 
valve cap. Both these disadvantages 
can be overcome quite simply by fit- 
ting a plain washer on the valve stem 
before screwing on the nut, which can 
then be tightened up properly with 
out causing any trouble. If the large 
valve cap is drilled near the top, and 
a short length of mild steel rod in- 
serted to form a tommy bar, the 
necessity for using pliers to unscrew 
the cap when testing pressure or in- 
flating tyres is obviated. 


** Motor Life.’’ 
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SILVER DAWN vs Sl BENTLEY ON 
TRIP TO MELBOURNE 
History tells us that the Olympic Games 
were held in Melbourne in 1956. In 1954 a Silver 
Dawn STH 63 was purchased by Johnson and 
Johnson of Sydney for the use of Mr. Bill Nor- 
tham. He was a_sports-minded person, and 


naturally would be present at the Games. In 1956 
an S1 Bentley B151CM was purchased bv the 
late Sir Lionel Hooke who was also present at 
the Games. He staved at the Windsor Hotel, 
Sprirg Street, Melbourne. 


Left hand drive Silver Dawns were equipped with steering column 
centre change for left hand drive 


cars only is shown on page 19. 


gear change. The very rare 


Bill Northam had arranged to leave Svdnev 
on the Tuesday before the opening of the Games 
on Saturday. However, the week before. it was 
noticed that the Dawn started having overheat- 
ing trouble and we advised that the radiator was 
the trouble and would have to be removed for 
cleaning. The cooling svstem would have to be 
cleaned out also. However, he said he could not 
spare the car for the time required to do the job, 
and so he would take the risk of driving it to 
Melbourne. He left on the Tuesday morning, 
early, to drive to Melbourne during the whole 
day. As soon as he started to push the car, the 
temperature went up and the system began 
to use water. After having had a bad trip to 
Mittagong, it was decided that it was useless 
going any further. Bill phoned me to pick up 
the car and cure the trouble as it had to be 
in Melbourne on Saturday. We arranged for the 
car to be returned tc Sydnev and repairs were 
started. By this time it was Wednesday morning, 
and due to its condition the repairs could not be 
finished until 11 a.m. on Friday morning. The 
driver was waiting to take delivery and start 
for Melbourne. 

As Sir Lionel Hooke had gone to Melbourne 
by plane early in the week, he asked me if I 
would take the Sl Bentley B151CM down to him. 
I left early on the Friday morning so that I 
would have an easy trip as far as Benna. I booked 
in at the Broken Rivers Hotel for the night. IT 
arrived, refuelled and checked the car over, had 
a shower, a few drinks, and went into dinner. 
The driver of the J. and J. Silver Dawn knew I 
was going to stay at Benalla on my way down. 
When I saw him on the Thursday night he said 
OK, I will have a drink with you at dinner on 


Echoes of Bendigo 


1966 
1970 
1954 
1956 
1951 
1975 
1952 
1927 
1951 


Silver 
Silver 
Silver 
Silver 
Silver 
Silver 
Silver 


Shadow 4 Dr. Saloon SRH 1135 — David Brooks. 
Shadow 4 Dr. Saloon SRH 8404 — Eric Rainsford. 
Dawn SS Saloon STH 217 — Harold Spiller. 

Cloud | SS Saloon SYB 26 — Bruce Ross. 

Wraith Saloon Park Ward WOF 49 — Fred Engish. 
Shadow SS Saloon SRH 22235 — Alvan Hancock. 
Dawn SS Saloon SFC 24 — Dorothy Wright. 


20 HP Tourer — Rippon GHJ 39 — John Reis. 


Silver 


Dawn SS Saloon SDB 94 — Bill Coburn. 


Ghost 154 BG mentioned on pag: 82. Note the Waltham instruments. 


Pasi President Dare Watkins supervises preparations on his 1912 Silver 


Ghost 1888. 


The procession up the main street. 
En route to the race coarse. 


Friday. I took it as a joke, but what a 
shock I got; I was sitting at the dinner 
table and he came and sat down with me. I asked 
him at what speed did he drive, but all he said 
was that the car never overheated, so much for 
Friday. 

He said he wanted to be in Melbourne early 
on Saturday morning. We had breakfast and I 
left first in the SI Bentley. The road was clear 
of traffic so one could use a little speed. The 
Dawn was on my tail, and we were sitting on a 
sweet 100 m.p.h. by the speedo. We passed a couple 
of M.G.s and they were not standing still. Then 
come a straight stretch to the Broadfind Railway 
Crossing. The Dawn went past me like a rocket; 
I do not know what my speedo was, but my foot 
was hard down. We arrived at the crossing gates 
first the Dawn then the Bentlev then the 2 M.G:s. 
They asked what speed we were travelling but 
I don’t think either of us knew. The Dawn was 
the much faster of the two cars. 

Once through the gates. the Dawn left me 
dead, and after about 20 miles he was only a 
speck in the distance; 1 could not gain on him, 
and he left the main road at Coburg. I did not 
see him again until he returned to Sydney. 

BERT WARD. 


Joy Donnelley. 


COVER PICTURES 
Top: 1922 Silver Ghost 33KG, by H. J. Mulliner, ex-O'Halloran Giles, 
family of South Australia, 
Bottom: 1925 Phantom | Chassis 11RC, with boat tailed torpedo coach- 
coachwork executed in Melbourne. 
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THE HORDERN CARS 

I recently met a person whose wife’s father 
had in the old days been employed by the Hordern 
family as a chauffeur. She had come across some 
old photos of Rolls-Rovce cars used by them he- 
fore the first World War. 

The photos, were very interesting. as there 
were two Rolls-Royce cars, Napiers and one Re- 
nault. The two Rolls-Rovce photos were of chassis 
2617 and 2678. 


Silver Ghost Chassis 2678. 


Chassis 2678 was the car that Ian Irwin of 
Canberra had the chassis of, and was fitted when 
new with a 5-seater touring body. It was owned 
by a Mr. James A. Doran of Bedford, England in 
1913 and was purchased by Mr. Anthony Hordern 
of Sydney in January, 1914 and despatched in 
the same month to Sydney. It was painted brown 
and black. 

In the photograph it shows this car with 
Rudge Whitworth wire wheels, but after the end 
of World War I, Dunlop wire wheels and hubs 
were fitted, 

It was later sold to W. C. Douglass, large 
Wholesale Grocers in Sydney, then to J. Breazley 
of Geelong, Victoria in 1928. 


Silver Ghost Chassis 2617. 


The other photo is of chassis 2617 which as 
you see is a limousine body. This was used by 
Mrs. Sam Hordern, later Lady Hordern. It was 
a beauty. painted a deep purple with black guards 
and all bronze fittings. It had artillarvy wheels, 
and was always kept polished like a mirror; the 
bronze radiator and wheel caps looked like gold. 

It was later sold to Wood Cuffell, the then 
large Undertakers in Sydney, and by our Silver 
Ghost list of 1968 was owned by B. Dowd in 
Victoria. Perhaps if he is a member of the 
R.R.O.C. in Victoria he would be good enough 
to confirm if he still has this chassis and perhaps 
send our Editor a photo of the car as it is to-day. 

BERT WARD. 


ROLLS ROYCE 


APPLEBY & WARD 
(Lace of Rolls-Rovee Lid., London and Sydney; also Dalgety and Co. Lid.) 
MOTOR ENGINEERS, 
Rolls-Royce and High-cless Motor Specialists. 
Quotations Given for Maintenance and Repairs. 


30-36 Balfour Street, off George Street West, 


‘PHONE: M 3459. 


SYDNEY. | 


A BIT OF HISTORY 

This page was copied out of “The Motor in 
Australia and Flying” dated 1-6-1932. This was 
a popular monthly magazine in those days. This 
copy was shown to my son Max at De Havilands, 
and he was asked if the name in the top advert. 
“Ward” was his father. The date the book was 
published was 29 days before he was born. This 
advert. was before Appleby and Ward were ap- 
pointed Rolls-Royce agents for N.S.W. 

Another interesting advert. on this page was 
the one of Keen’s Steer Safe. Note the cost of 
fitting this to your car — 3/- three shillings or 
30 cents. This unit, was a friction type of shock 
absorber that clamped onto the centre of the 
front axle beam and connected by a ball joint to 
the cross steering tube or as it is sometimes 
called, the tie rod. This dampened or gave friction 
to the steering, and stopped wobble. In later years 
a hydraulic type of damper was made and one 
was fitted to a Phantom III connected to 
the side steering tube. This did improve the 
steering if Australian tyres were fitted, with 
English Dunlop or India tvres the steering was 
good, but with Australian tyres even if carefully 
balanced on the wheels, the steering was very 
juddery, and inclined to wobble. 


LIFE DEPENDS ON STEERING 


Your life is ac stake, also your passengers. Daily FATAL ACCIDENTS are reported, and 
Statistics prove chat 80 per cent. are due :o STEERING FAILURE. 


DON’T rae RISKS — 
KEEN'S STEERSAFE TO-DAY. 
This will stop all WHEEL IMMY,"" ROAD SHOCK, STEERING 


and serious accidents. Alsy improve: Fe the stcering, doubles che lile of the Barts, and king pins. 
and increases tyre mileage. Used by leading motorists, experts and fleet 


Price, 42/6. Extra ye a 52/6, Plus tax. Fitting, 3/-. 


KEENS MOTORS 


8 Oxford Lane, opp. top Wentworth Avenue, SYDNEY. Phone: F 2580 


VIBRATION, a otner GETRIMENTAL’ FORCES, that cause metal fatigue. steering fsiluses | 


Back to the advert. of Appleby and Ward, 
their labour charges in those days were 2/6 per 
hour, a first class mechanic could get $12.00 
per week, but no sick leave or annual holidays. 

The costs of repairs in 1932 could be taken 
as follows: A Silver Ghost engine to be decar- 
bonized and new piston rings fitted would cost 
36.00 including the cylinder blocks and pistons 
removed, valves removed, all decarbonized and 
parts cleaned, pistons expanded and relapped to 
bores, new piston rings fitted, valves reseated, 
tops of tappets refaced, re-case hardened if 
necessary, blocks and pistons refitted, all new 
gaskets and water hoses used to build up engine, 
plugs, magneto and battery, ignition points 
cleaned and adjusted, timing checked, fan belt 
adjusted, engine sump filter cleaned, refitted and 
new oil supplied, tappets adjusted, carburetter 
cleaned, car tested, engine tuned and sometimes 
ear delivered. Just what would one get done to- 
day on a Rolls Royce or Bentley for $36.00? 

BERT WARD. 


Saloon Mulliner BC 60 BG — 


1958 Bentley Continental S Type 2 Dr. 

Radney Coyle. 

THE REMOTE TAILIGHT 

John Fasal in England whom we know is 
interested in all 20h.p. Rolls-Royces in the 
world, is hoping to publish his book on these cars 
in the near future. In his latest letter to me 
dated 20-9-1976, he said he found a further batch 
of details in the Rolls-Royce archives. 

He said, I note that cars to Australia in 
the 1920’s had a “separate switch at rear for 
controlling tail lamp in accordance with Australian 
regulations.” This note appears for Rolls-Royce 
ears sent out to Australia. He asked me, was 
this true and what was the need. How many 
Rolls-Royce owners will ever remember this re- 
gulation; and is this tail light switchs still in 
position either on the rear cross member or the 
off-side of the chassis frame. 

The idea of the rear tail light switch origin- 
ates from the old days of cars before electric 
lights. On these cars the headlights were by 
Prest-O-Light. The side lamps, which were on 
the wide dash board and the tail lights were 
operated by kerosene. To operate all the lights 
one had to stop the car and operate the 
Prest-O-Light, which was on the off-side running 
board. The side and tail lights were lit by a 
match. When electric lights were fitted 
to ears, the regulations ensured that the tail light 
was on when he operated the switch. The driver 
could see that this unit was on. When 
started in 1916 many Rolls-Royce cars still had 
the Prest-O-Light and oil lamps fitted. 


1937 25/30 Limo — Thrupp & Maberly GRP 74 — Gardon Pennington. 


As for the tail light switch regulations, 
Victoria was the first state to change these, 
so that it could be switched on from the dash, 
N.S.W. was the last state to change, the year I 
cannot remember. Members may ask, how did 
the battery ignition on these early cars oper- 
ate with no generator? This unit was only used 
to make easier starting and idling. An Ediswan 
wet cell battery was used and this would last 
months without charging. 

BERT WARD. 


The mascot is a piece of precision engineering made from a high 


grade stainless steel. It is cast by the ‘Lost Wax’ process or as 
it is now termed ‘investment casting.’ This is a method used 
where intricate detail is required, Both the ‘Flying Lady’ and the 
Bentley ‘Winged B' are cast by the same process, 

The abave photo shows the preparation of the wax effigy used 


in the process 


AUTHENTICITY CHECKS 

In the following article I have given some 
information from my past experience plus con- 
fidential information I received during my 
association with Rolls-Royce service dating back 
from the Silver Ghost days until 1939. I hope 
this information will be of some help to owners 
of these cars, and to ascertain how original their 
particular car is. 

Leather gaiters to front and rear springs 
were first fitted as standard to Silver Ghost 
chassis late in 1922, approximately chassis num- 
ber 1KG, the 20 h.p. chassis were all fitted with 
spring gaiters from production in late 1922. Any 
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Silver Ghost chassis thus fitted with gaiters prior 
to 1922 are not original, although a lot did have 
gaiters fitted, which were made in Australia. 
Leather gaiters and covers were always fitted to 
side and cross steering tubes (both ends), shock 
absorber connecting rods, top and bottom, rear 
axle brake actuating shafts to cover adjusting 
mechanism, until metal covers were fitted on 
late Pl models, after 1923 on radius rods, cross 
member to universal joint to prevent brake rope 
rattle; and up til 1760 series to rear axle to 
chassis radius rod ball ends, both sides. 
Exhaust Systems 

All Silver Ghosts, Phantoms I and II, 20 h.p. 
and 25h.p. cars had “Fish Tail” outlets fitted 
to the rear exhaust tail pipe. Before A series 
Silver Ghost 1913, the exhaust silencer did not 
have the tail pipe lead over the rear axle and 
under the petrol tank but the outlet on the 
silencer was fitted with a “Fish Tail.’ The as- 
bestos lagging covered with sheet aluminium was 
held around the expansion box by steel bands 
and }” BSF bolts and nuts, unlike one Phantom 
I chassis I have seen which has polished brass 
bands. Brass bands are not original although 
they look beautiful and should lose points for 
unoriginality. 

The springing on a Silver Ghost, Phantom I, 
20 and 25 h.p. Rolls-Royce chassis is an interesting 
item. Models up until the Phantom III were fit- 
ted with springs were of a special poundage to 
suit the weight the finished car was to carry. 
The off-side springs were 50-100 lbs. stronger. 
From 1909 or 1100 series the front springs were 
of a flat camber, i.e. when the body had been 
fitted and the car was unladen. The front spring 
to buffer clearance should be as follows:- 

40/50 pre front wheel brakes. 2’-23’. 
40/50 and PI front wheel brake. 1327-2”. 

20h.p. pre front wheel brakes. 2”-21”. 

20 & 25 h.p. front wheel brakes. 1.95-2.25”. 

Rolls-Royce advised that there should be no 
variation from these figures as not only the 
riding of the car would be affected but the 
steering also. I have seen one PI which has been 
restored and which must have had a 4” buffer 
clearance which of course is not original. 

Going back to the early 1920s we had a lot 
of suspension trouble and it was decided that 
Australian cars in future would be fitted with 
20% stronger springs and this was called colonial 
springing. With the introduction of the PII, PIII 
and Wraith, colonial springing was not fitted 
and new springs had to be manufactured and 
fitted. The same trouble occurred with the 20 h.p. 
two and four wheel brake, the 1946 Bentley and 
Silver Wraith, the front shock absorbers were 
again modified also. The 1950 Mk. VI Bentley, 
Silver Dawn and Silver Wraith were all fitted 
as standard with colonial springing until the 
production of the Silver Cloud I when the same 
trouble occurred again. These were later modi- 
fied. The series 2 and 3 Clouds were fitted as 
standard with colonial springing but the Silver 
Shadow and T. Bentley were not and before I 
retired I took the matter up with Rolls-Royce 
and colonial springing was fitted as standard 
until 1972. 


May Goudie (ACT) is shown the finer points of coachwork at Berrima 
N.S.W.}. 
American market — in lieu of the enclosed number plate holder supplied 


For interest, the spare wheel cover was an option for the 


for home cars 

Jubilee hose clips were first fitted to H2 
series PI and thereafter as standard fittings al- 
though the Company advised service depots to 
fit this type of clip whenever necessary to replace 
original clips. All cars before 1919 had hose clips 
made by Cavendish and these were made of 
brass and had the name Rolls-Rovee embossed 
on them. This clip is shown on page 78 of the 
spare parts catalogue of March 1920 which covers 
series A-II. 

Rubber fan belts were first fitted as stan- 
dard on P2 chassis 179GY and 20-25 GFT1. 
Whittle type belts were used prior to this. 

Enotts lubricators first fitted to Silver 
Ghost chassis “P” series 30KG was the first 
chassis to arrive in Australia with Enotts lub- 
ricators and this was early in 1922. All Silver 
Ghost chassis before then were fitted with 
the old type lubricator made by Rolls-Royce part 
No. 1T2542-3, but most of the vintage and 
veteran cars were fitted with Enott lubricators 
as a modification. 

Electrical Wiring 

Post World War I Silver Ghost chassis up 
until early 1921 had the electrical wiring on the 
bulk head held by special aluminium clips made 
by Rolls-Royce to suit the wiring and this wiring 
extended from the fuse box on the off side to 
the main starter switch on the near side. 
Late in 1921 the wiring was enclosed in aluminium 
covers. I think the following chassis did not have 
covers; — PP. LW, TW, CW, FW, BW, AE, EE 
Hydraulic Shock Absorbers 

These were first fitted as standard on PI 
chassis 81NC, on the front only. Chassis No. 
79UF were the first series fitted both 
front and rear. Series GHJ72 was the first 
20 h.p. to have them on the front and GYL1 was 
the first to have them front and rear. All Silver 
Ghost and early Phantom J were fitted with 
Rolls-Rovce Peugeot friction type shock absorbers 
to the front, 20h.p. had the same design except 
they were the smaller type. The Silver Ghost 
chassis up until chassis No. 2299 were fitted 
with this type of shock absorber to the rear of 
the chassis, from chassis 2299 until late 1921 
no rear shock absorbers were fitted at all. Late 
in 1921 Rolls-Royce commenced to fit Hartford 


209 


Motor Life 


This 


ROLLS ROYCE 


for sale! 


40-50 H.P., four-speed Model with cantilever 
springs and high bonnet and radiator. Open tour- 
ing body fitted with ice chest and travelling 
frunk.  Repainted and in splendid mechanical 
condition, 


£950 


136 Phillip St., 


DALGETY & COMPANY LTD., Sydney 


until the 
hydraulic shock absorbers replaced them. All 
20 h.p. chassis were fitted with Rolls-Royce fric- 
tion shock absorbers. They were of steel and 
bronze friction plates running in gear oil but 
these were fitted to the rear only. There are a 
lot of Silver Ghost and Phantom I chassis that 
have been fitted with Rolls-Royce hydraulic 
shock absorbers, as well as 20 h.p.s as a modific- 
ation in place of the friction type. A lot of Silver 
Ghosts had Hartford shock absorbers fitted as 
a modification also. 
Chrome Plating 

This type of finish was not standard until 
PII and 20/25 chassis were fitted with ‘Stay- 
bright” stainless steel radiator shells. This would 
be in the NZ series PII and the TA series 20/25. 
All cars prior to these were fitted with German 
Silver radiators and all other parts were nickel 
Gun Metal (bronze) radiators and all fittings 
were of Gun Metal also. No chassis was ever 
produced with Gun Metal and German Silver 
they were either one or the other. I have seen 
two veteran chassis which have been restored 
with a mixture of German Silver and Gun Metal 
which of course is not original. 


friction shock absorbers to the rear 
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in touring body construction. It will be noted that there is a very clean sweep from the cowl to the rear 

panel, and that the general effect is to produce a piece of work with simple but pleasing characteristics. The 
setting of the spare wheel at an angle and the graceful curves of the mud-guards give the finishing touches to 
a suggestion of the sporting type of car. It will be observed that footplates have been substituted for the ordinary style 
of running-board. Our design is from Smith & Waddington, Ltd. 
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Much can be said of the Exclusiveness, Luxuriousness, 


Durability, and Small Extra Cost of 


SMITH & WADDINGTON 
BODIES 


But the outstanding mark of approval and appreciation is 
the huge output of special Smith & Waddington bodies 
built in the largest custom built body works in the south- 
ern hemisphere. Prospective chassis buyers should inspect 
all makes of Bodies now being built at our factory. 


=== ESTIMATES FREE — 


Factory: 45-61 PARRAMATTA ROAD, CAMPERDOWN 


TELEPHONE L 2731 (3 lines) 
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Autovac Tanks 

Silver Ghost chassis 4-wheel brake model 
No. 1AU was the first chassis to be fitted 
with the Autovae as standard in place of the 
mechanical air pump fuel delivery which had 
been used from 1100 series inclusive. Prior to 
that series the petrol tank was placed under 
the front seat and fuel delivery was by gravitation 
assisted by pressurisation from a hand pump 
assisted by exhaust gas pressure from regulator 
device and wire gauze filter. A number of 4-wheel 
brake Silver Ghosts still have the pressure fuel 
system. These were produced prior to chassis 
1AU and had the 4-wheel brakes fitted after 
delivery. This conversion was done at a cost of 
£250 sterling at that time. Only one chassis had 
it carried out in Australia 48RM, then owned 
by A. Howard Smith. 

Wheels and Hubs 

Many owners do not know that Dunlop wire 
wheels and hubs were not produced until late 
1911 and were fitted with the Autovac as 
standard in 1913. The earlier design of Dunlop 
wheel was different in that the locking nut was 
much smaller, in fact the same size as that 
fitted to the PIII. A few cars came to Aus- 
tralia with this tvpe, one of which I know well 
is chassis 2519 owned by Dr. Pve. The only wire 
wheels fitted before 1911 were the Rudge Whit- 
worth type, large and small spline. The only 
other wheels were wood artillery wheels which 
were used until 1915. After 1919 a steel sankey 
large spoke type of wheel was available and this 
used the standard hub and locking nut. This was 
available for the 20h.p. Several Silver Ghosts 
chassis dating before 1913 now have the standard 
large nut Dunlop type wire wheel and hub fitted 
which was a modification that Rolls-Royce in- 
troduced after the end of World War I to replace 
the artillery wheel. 

This modification consisted of fitting new 
brake drums, hubs, driving dogs and wheels and 
many cars in New South Wales were so modified. 
Brakes 

Very few, if anv will know that the first 
Silver Ghost chassis fitted with double rear wheel 
brakes were fitted with foot brake shoes lined 
with cast iron lining the same as the hand 
brake. I know that the NA and YB chassis had 
this tvpe of brake. However as a modification 
these were fitted with new brake shoes with 
Ferodo liners, new brake drums and dust covers. 
The later shoes were wider than the earlier types. 

Since 1919 no Rolls-Rovee aluminium crank 
case has been produced polished. On the overhead 
valve model engine no rocker cover or tappet 
cover was ever polished. Since 1923 cvlinder 
blocks, heads rocker and tappet covers fans (ex- 
cept Silver Ghost) water pumps were black 
finished. After 1946 until V8 engine all crank 
cases heads all covers etc. were finished in stove 
enamel (black) and even today they have this 
same finish. 

Prior to 1919 the Silver Ghost aluminium 
crank case was finished in a much smoother 
condition and I have seen several of these polished 
by hand with brasso. Prior to 1923 all evclinder 
blocks on the Silver Ghost were only polished 
with black Zebra fuel stove polish, the exhaust 


manifolds were the same. For our younger mem- 
hers, this polish was bought in a small block and 
had to be mixed with water and applied and 
polished with a brush when dry, just like polish- 
ing shoes. 

T know of one Pl chassis that had the crank 
ease highly polished and must have cost a fortune 
but this is not original and should lose points 
when judged. 1 appreciate anv car that has been 
restored but restoration should only be carried 
out so that the car jis as near to original as 
possible and not restored to a glorified condition. 

BERT WARD. 


Same interesting twa tone treatments, 
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1923 Silver Ghost Tourer Waring Bros. 97 LK — Rickard Knight. 
1956 Silver Cloud Saloon SXA 217 — lan Dodd. 

1923. 20 HP Coupe by Supreme 76A7 — David Macarthur. 
1925 Silver Ghost Limo by Maythorn 113 AU — Cliff Allin. 
1949 Silver Dawn SS Saloon SBA 74 — Neil Ferguson. 
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